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SRC ‘Dare to be Different’ Mufti Day for Harmony Week 
 

 

 

 
 

This week is Harmony Week in Australia. Harmony Week celebrates Australia’s cultural diversity. It is 
about inclusiveness, respect and a sense of belonging for everyone. Classes will be exploring Harmony 
Week themes throughout next week.  
On Thursday, 18th of March the Bellingen Public School SRC will be holding a ‘Dare to be Different’ 
mufti day.  ‘Dare to be Different’ means to wear what you wouldn't normally wear and step outside 
your comfort zone!  
Please bring a gold coin donation to help our school raise enough money to buy the creative board. 

 

From the Principal 
Dear parents and carers, 
I look forward to seeing students and staff dressed up for 
Harmony Week this Thursday 18th, with the theme of ‘Dare 
to be Different’. A gold coin donation is required for anyone 
who would like to dress up. Thank you to the SRC for 
organising this  Mufti Day. 
We are continuing to improve the entrance to our school 
with a new look entrance and gardens. Some of the 150 
sesquicentenary year pavers have been laid at the 
entrance with the rest to be laid in a different section closer 
to the main building. Trevor will work on the gardens over 
the next few weeks and I’m sure you will agree it looks 
fantastic already. 
K-2 will be involved in an AFL clinic tomorrow. They will be 
learning new skills and having fun as they learn about AFL. 
Thank you to Bellingen Bulldogs Junior AFL Club for 
bringing AFL to our school. 
Unfortunately, our PSSA cricket game against Urunga PS 
was washed out last week. We are organising a new date 
to play the game but with the unpredictable weather this is 
proving difficult. 
We have a couple of staff movements beginning next term. 
Miss Bugden will be starting at Bowraville Public School 
for the rest of the year after a successful EOI application. 
Mr Brad Poidevin has been offered a transfer to Coffs 
Harbour Public School as their School Counsellor. 

Although these are exciting opportunities for both Miss 
Bugden and Mr Poidevin they will be greatly missed by the 
entire school community.  
Friday is National Ride to School day. If you are riding or 
scooting to school please ensure you follow the road rules 
and wear a helmet.  (see attached Safety on Wheels 
brochure) 
Our Cross Country Carnival will be held next Friday 26th 
March at school. More details will be provided soon when 
they have been finalised. 
Year 4 are excitedly preparing for their camp to Cascade 
in week 10. Final payments are required by this 
Wednesday 17th March. 
Easter Hat Parade will be held at school on Wednesday 
31st March.  
 
Second Steps  
Week 4: Be Responsible 
One rule we have here at our school is “Be Respectful”. 
Being respectful helps everyone feel welcome and safe. 
When we act respectfully, we listen carefully to each other, 
help each other, and try to understand how someone else 
feels. When we speak respectfully, we use friendly words 
and say please and thank you. We don’t call other people 
names. This week, think about how you can act and speak 
in respectful ways in the classroom and in the playground. 
Ness Cavanagh, Principal  
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Gratitude 
At Bellingen Public School we are committed to positive 
student and staff wellbeing. This year we are running a 
variety of wellbeing programs and utilising activities such 
as mindfulness and meditation in the classroom. Another 
practice we are cultivating is having an attitude of 
gratitude. Each week a student from each class, as well 
as several staff members are asked what they are grateful 
for, and this is compiled on a poster which is displayed in 
the school and shared in our school newsletter and on 
Facebook. We hope you enjoy reading about what we are 
grateful for and would love if you could share what you are 
grateful for in the comments.  

 

 
Attachments with this Newsletter 
 Safety on Wheels 
 Circle of Girls Bellingen 

Stage 2 Awards - Respect 

 
Congratulations to students in Stage 2 who were presented with 

Value Awards last week. 
Back Row L to R- Emmy, William, Adam, Kira, Faith and Blue 

Front Row L to R Ruby, Acacia, Miranda, Mimi 

Library News 
Thank you to everyone who enjoyed last years Book Fair.  
We have received loads of new books that are nearly all in 
the library. Remind your children to check out the "New 
Book" stand in the library each week to see these new 
books! 
We've also been able to purchase 30 new dictionaries to 
be shared across the school with some of the money 
raised from the book fair. With other money raised, we will 
be able to add more Australian shortlisted books and topic 
related books for each stage. So with your help, we've 
been able to add so many new resources to our wonderful 
school. Thank you. 
Issue 1 book club has arrived and if it hasn't already been 
collected, it's waiting for you in the library. Come down to 
collect it. 
Issue 2 book club is out now and is due back to school by 
FRIDAY 19th March. 
Library bags are not a requirement at the moment for 
borrowing as we are trailing a new system of library 
borrowing. Children are coming down with their class 
teachers each week to borrow.  Some classes books are 
being returned to class, after being borrowed through the 
system by myself, in trays and being put straight into bags. 
Children are still welcome to bring their bags and use 
them, but they will be able to borrow books regardless.  
Kindergaten may borrow up to 2 books each week, 
dependent on if they have any overdues. 
Year 1 & 2 may borrow up to 3 books. 
Years 3 - 6 may borrow up to 4 books each week. 
If children have an overdue book, they may only borrow up 
to the allowed number of books.  
Overdue notices will go home twice a term starting in Term 
2, and over due notices will go out at the end of this term.  
The library is in the process of getting a wonderful 
upgrade.  Stay tuned for photos next term. 
As always, if any parents would like to help cover books, 
please let the office know. We'd be forever grateful. 
Belinda Mellalieu, RFF teacher and LibrarianYear  
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Schools Clean Up Australia Day 

 
 

.  

 

 
More photos from 4O from our Clean up day 

Bus Passes 2021 
 
In 2020 with Covid-19 it was a 
company directive to not 
touch and handle bus passes therefore we did not check 
them and allowed students to travel. 
This has now changed and we would like to remind 
parents and students that each student MUST present 
their passes each time they board the bus. If students 
cannot present a pass they are required to give the driver 
their name and address so we can follow up in the office. 
If they are not eligible for free travel they are required to 
pay a fare or purchase a term pass which can be done 
online or in the Busways office Coffs Harbour. 
If parents are unsure they are more than welcome to 
contact our depot for further assistance on 6652 2744. 
5 Awards – Respect & Participation 
Congratulations to students in year 5 who were presented 
with Value Awards last week. 

 
5 Jade - Theo, Jett, Tiger, Heidi 



Term 1 – Week 8 Monday, 15 March 2021  

Page 4 

 
5 Purple - Lily, Abbey, Rusty and Riley 

Stewart House 
For over 40 years, the Stewart House Donation Drive has 
been their major annual fundraising event in NSW public 
schools. Staff and students are encouraged to enter the 
draw. For as little as $2.00, you could win a prize valued 
at $4000. 

 
Please consider making a $2 donation and return your 
envelope by Friday, 7 May 2021. Additional envelopes are 
available from the office. 
 
 
 

Value of the Week – Cooperation 

 

P & C Meetings 
All parents and carers are invited to the Bellingen Public 
School P and C meetings. Meetings are usually held on 
the first Monday of the Month at 6:30pm in the staff room. 
The next meeting will be held on Monday 29th March 
2021. 
Monthly meetings are capped at one hour. Items not 
covered will be held over to the following meeting. 
Uniform Shop  
Uniform orders can be placed by having your child drop off 
an order form with payment to the office. We will fill the 
orders have them ready for students to take home or call 
parents to come to the gate for collection. Please note the 
Uniform shop accepts only cash or cheques, correct 
money would be appreciated. Order forms are available 
under “Current Notes” on the school website or call the 
office if you need an order form sent home with your child. 

 

 

What's inside? 

  Black bean quesadilla 

 Baked vegie chips 

 Nectarine 

 Yoghurt tub 

 Water 
 

https://healthylunchbox.com.au/recipes/black-bean-quesadillas/
https://healthylunchbox.com.au/recipes/baked-vegie-chips/
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School Banking  
Thank you for supporting the School Banking program and 
remember, School Banking day is every Wednesday. 
Thank you to all our student bankers. 
This year rewards will be a mixture of rewards from past 
years, this will ensure that none of our School Bankers 
miss out on items from last year. These include the tomato 
seed kit, water skimming ball, and much more! If you have 
earned 10 tokens you will be sent a redemption slip to 
order your reward. 
Head Lice 
Head Lice have been detected in a number of classes. 
Would you please check your child’s hair and treat with the 
appropriate treatment if you detect lice or eggs. 
Students should not return to school unless this treatment 
has been administered. We recommend that students with 
long hair keep it tied back 

Diary Dates 
March  

Thur 18 Mufti Day - Harmony Week (wear orange, gold coin) 
Fri 19 Whole School Assembly 
Tue 23 PSSA Cricket – Bellingen vs Urunga 
Fri 26 Cross Country 
Mon 29 Yr 4 Cascade Excursion – depart 9am to 
Wed 31 Yr 4 Cascade Excursion – arrive 3pm 
Wed 31 Easter Hat Parade 

May 

Fri 7th Last day to return Stewart House envelopes 
Sat 8th Bellingen Show 
Sun 9th Bellingen Show 

June 

Mon 7th School Photos 

Community Notices - Bellingen Public 
School does not endorse these products 
or services 

 

Registrations Now Open for the 2021 
season. 

Under 8s, 10s, 12s and Girls 15’s teams. 
Register via the Rugby Xplorer app 

Or 
https://myaccount.rugbyxplor

er.com.au 
Active Kids Vouchers accepted. 

For further inquiries email 
dorrigorugbyclub@gmail.com 

 

 

 

https://myaccount.rugbyxplorer.com.au/
https://myaccount.rugbyxplorer.com.au/
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